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weapons to meet even equal numbers, much less as many as well
armed and disciplined foes as were advancing.
Ten or twelve of us who were mounted (p. 4) advanced within
musketshot, to oblige the rest to do the same, in order to attack.
Although we were in great danger from the many shots they fired at
us, we were unable to make the rest move from where they stood.
Therefore, on the advice of certain experienced men who were
present, we changed our plan, or were forced to change it, because
of the aforesaid situation and because, in addition to the musketry
fire to which they subjected us from the land, their ships turned their
bows toward the field, against us, and swept it with their artillery in
such a manner that they left not a tree standing. Therefore in good
order we returned to the city gate, where we had planted three
pieces of artillery, which we fired. This artillery fire killed only two
or three of their men, among them an ensign. In fine, they entered
the city.
No other resistance was offered, because it was all open, without
gates or defensive works. We fled from it as best we could, for we
found ourselves deserted. They took the city and occupied it and the
fortress, which has no defences upon the side toward the city nor had
its warden means or men to hold it.
Amidst so much evil God granted that the honour of no woman
should be jeopardized, for they had all fled with their children.
Very few men were killed, by shots which from the sea their ships
fired into the streets.
Presently we got some people together and removed subsistence
from round about the city. A troop of horse under Don Diego Osorio
has hung persistently on its outskirts and upon what occasions have
offered has killed some of the enemy. We remained masters of the
countryside although we never had the means to attack, lacking
arms, and because the enemy, who entered by land and sea, was
numerous.
According to the most reliable reckoning those who came up by
land were as many as 1400, the third part musketeers and the others
harquebusiers and cuirassiers, (p. 5) The rest raised the total to five
or six thousand in all, very well armed and equipped, and so well
disciplined that within a few hours they had so fortified themselves
that a great force would have been required to retake the city.
In possession of it, they began to commit a thousand abominations,
principally in the temples and with the images. They broke these all
to pieces, heaping ignominy and vituperation upon our religion,
profaning everything without distinction or consideration. Not